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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1-10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently Amended) A fuel injection apparatus for an internal combustion 
engine which performs a direct injection operation for injecting fuel from an injector for 
cylinder injection into a cylinder and a port injection operation for injecting fuel from an 
injector for intake port injection into an intake port, comprising: 

a controller that: when a request to change a fuel injection mode from a mode of fuel 
injection from the injector for cylinder injection to a mode of fuel injection from the injector 
for intake port injection is made, changes the fuel injection mode of a particular cylinder at a 
point of time according to the request to change the fuel injection mode for the particular 
cylind e r, cylinder, wherein 

in the case where the request to change the fuel injection mode is made during a period 
after the port injection mode is set and before a direct injection mode is set, when a requested 
port injection mode is an intake synchronous injection mode, the controller changes the fuel 
injection mode to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection 
simultaneously with the request to change the fuel injection mode, and when a requested port 
injection mode is an intake non-synchronous injection mode, the controller changes the fuel 
injection mode to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection after 
one cycle has elapsed since the request to change the fuel injection mode is made. 

12. (Previously Presented) The fuel injection apparatus for an internal combustion 

engine according to claim 1 1 , wherein 

in the case where the request to change the fuel injection mode is made before the fuel 
injection mode is set to a port injection mode, the controller changes the fuel injection mode 
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to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection simultaneously with 
the request to change the fuel injection mode. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The fuel injection apparatus for an internal combustion 
engine according to claim 1 1 , wherein 

in the case where the request to change the fuel injection modes is made after the port 
injection mode and the direct injection mode are set, the controller changes the fuel injection 
mode to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection after one cycle 
has elapsed since the request to change the fuel injection mode is made. 

15. (Previously Presented) A fuel injection apparatus for an internal combustion 
engine according to claim 1 1 , wherein 

when a fuel injection mode is changed from a mode of fuel injection from the injector 
for cylinder injection to a mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection, the 
controller sets the fuel injection mode to an intake synchronous injection mode until an 
amount of fuel adhering to a wall surface of the intake port due to port injection becomes 
stable. 

16. (Currently Amended) A fuel injection control method for an internal 
combustion engine which performs a direct injection operation for injecting fuel from an 
injector for cylinder injection into a cylinder and a port injection operation for injecting fuel 
from an injector for intake port injection into an intake port, comprising the s tep of: steps of: 

when a request to change a fuel injection mode from a mode of fuel injection from the 
injector for cylinder injection to a mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port 
injection is made, the fuel injection mode of a particular cylinder is changed at a point of time 
according to the request to change the fuel injection mode for the particular cylind e r. c ylinder. 
and 
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in the case where the request to change the fuel injection mode is made during a 
period after the port injection mode is set and before a direct injection mode is set, when a 
requested port injection mode is an intake synchronous injection mode, the fuel injection 
mode is changed to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection 
simultaneously with the request to change the fuel injection mode, and when a requested port 
injection mode is an intake non-synchronous injection mode, the fuel injection mode is 
changed to the mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection after one 
cycle has elapsed since the request to change the fuel injection mode is made. 

17. (Previously Presented) The fuel injection control method for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 16, further comprising the step of: 

in the case where the request to change the fuel injection mode is made before the fuel 
injection mode is set to a port injection mode, the fuel injection mode is changed to the mode 
of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection simultaneously with the request to 
change the fuel injection mode. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The fuel injection control method for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 16, further comprising the step of: 

in the case where the request to change the fuel injection modes is made after the port 
injection mode and the direct injection mode are set, the fuel injection mode is changed to the 
mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection after one cycle has elapsed 
since the request to change the fuel injection mode is made. 

20. (Previously Presented) A fuel injection control method for an internal 
combustion engine according to claim 16, further comprising the step of: 

when a fuel injection mode is changed from a mode of fuel injection from the injector 
for cylinder injection to a mode of fuel injection from the injector for intake port injection, the 

-4- 
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fuel injection mode is set to an intake synchronous injection mode until an amount of fuel 
adhering to a wall surface of the intake port due to port injection becomes stable. 
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